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Behold I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and 
in Sin did my Mother conceive me. 


0 Know ourſelvet, was noble Advice, 
and would juſtly have entitled the 
Author of it to great Wiſdom, if, at 
— the ſame Time, he could have told 
how that Knowledge was to be attained. But, 
alas! how can we be ſaid to Know Ourſelwves, if 
weare ignorant of our ſpiritual State, and know 
not on what Terms we ſtand with our Creator, 
the Author of our Beings, and conſequently, the 
Fountain of all the Good they are capable of? 

Other Knowledge may ſerve for a grateful A- 
muſement to the Mind, and be allowed an Or- 
nament of it alſo ; but would be vain and fruit- 
leſs as to the main Concern of Life, which 1s 
chiefly to Know what Part we have in the Love 
or Diſpleaſure of our Go p, and how His Favour 
is either to be Recovered or Kept : For on this 
alone, not any ſhort, uncertain, or deceitful 
Pleaſures, . but an immutable State of perfect 
Happineſs both depend. And this Nothing but 

our holy Religion can teach us. 
Now, though the firſt View of ourſelves with 
which it preſents us, be a very diſmal one, no- 
thing but Sin and Miſery: Yet we ſhall ſoon 
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find, that the Commanding Voice of the Ete 
nal Word can from thence bid Comfort ariſe, 
it once did Light out of Darkneſs; and th 
LESS the Grace of Gop is much more aboun 
oO ang than the Wickedneſs of Man. 
But my Text only draws the melanchq) 
Scene, and opens before us our Miſery ; repre 
ſents Man as a Creature very early in Rebellio 
againſt his Maker, from the very Womb an hate 
ful Object to the pure Eyes of Gop, and a Ve 
fel of his Wrath : It tells us, that Sin begin 
with our very Beings, that it is Part of our Com 
poſition, and interwoven with our Thread d 
Life; the firſt Spark of which is no ſooner kind 
led in us, but the Sinner begins to move: For 
if holy Dawid juſtly might, who ought not wit 
the moſt profound Humility thus to lament him 
ſelf? Behold, I was fhapen in Iniquity, and u 
Sin did my Mother conceive me. 85 
Which Words are not an Hyperbolical Ag 
gravation of David's actual Sins, as the Pelag:an 
of old, the Scinians, and ſome others at this Day 
vainly pretend, only to make them confiftentM 
with their Scheme of Religion; for they ſet fort 
à Sin quite of another kind; a Sin in our vey 
Frame and Conception, and are a plain and poſ- 
tive Aſſertion of the Catholick Doctrine of Ori: 
nal Sin. Now it there be no ſuch Sin, theſe words 
are ſo far from being an Hyperbole, that they con 
tain a meer Fiction ; they do not aggravate whit 
is, but acknowledge what has no Reality at all 
The Subject of this Diſcourſe, then, mult be 
Original Sin, which is ſometimes taken more 
largely, as comprehending both the firſt 75 ol 
ot i | Adaan 
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m imputed to all his Poſterity, and together 
| it the inherent Pollution of our Natures 
ved from it: And ſometimes more ſtrictly, 
he latter alone; not excluding, but ſuppoſing 
former, as the Cauſe and Foundation of it. 
Text leads me to conſider it only in this laſt 
e, as it ſignifies the natural Corruption in 
ch we are conceived and born. And in dif- 
ring upon it, I ſhall proceed in this Method, 


irſt, I ſhall ſhew, That Man is very much 
red from what he was at his firſt Creation. 


om 


id of 


zondly, That this Alteration conſiſts in a cor- 
and depraved Nature, derived down to us 
1 our firſt Parents. 1 
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haly, That this Original Corruption in us 
he true and formal Nature of Sin. 


thly, J ſhall conſider the chief Objections 
C1 have been urged by the Adverſaries of 
Doctrine, and ſo conclude, 


then, Tam to ſhew, that Man is very much 
ed from what he wasat his firſt Creation. 
he Diſorder that is in human Nature, is too 
le to want Revelation for the Diſcovery of 
hey who wanted that, have complained of 
all Ages, but for want of it, have been at a 
Lols for the Cauſe. That Opinion which 
generally Prevailed, was the Doctrine of the 
iſtence of Souls; which was brought into 
by Pythagoras, but had ſpread itſelf ho” 
Fl OE far 


— 


far before his Time, and continues to this} 
in the Eaſtern Parts of the World. 
_. Great Defects were obſerv'd in all the Pow" 
of Man; his Underſtanding dark, his Will weer 
and yet obſtinate, his Appetites irregular, ; 
his Paſſions ſtrong : And it was very rightly 
cluded, that ſo abſurd a Compoſition could 
come immediately out of the wile and) 


Hands of Go p, but that this muſt needs Mid 
State of Puniſhment. But then they looked ul 
on the Souls of Men to be of too pure, ref li. 

1 


and exalted a Nature, to be originally deſi 
by Gop for Companions of this ſinful Clo 
Earth; and therefore imagined, that theſe 9 
had an Exiſtence of their own before, but 
ſome Tranſgreſſions having offended their Wir 
ker, that this Caſe of Fleſh was ſo contrived 
- Purpoſe as a Puniſhment for them; into w 
they were cait as into a Work-houſe, and tl 
condemned to hard Labour, the perpetual D 
gery of ſtruggling with the unruly Appetite 
Fleſh and Blood, ſo contrary to the Purity 
Dignity of their Nature. 755 


This had the Face of a plauſible Hypot! 
and fo long as it ſeemed to ſolve an app 
Difficulty, its own Abſurdities were over-lod 
No Notice was taken of the Incongruit 
Man's Creation thus by Pieces; or by Cre 

uniting two Natures together, which they t 
ſelves ſuppoſed ſo unſuitable to each other 
of the unavoidable Conſequence of Govs 
ing thereby the Author of Sin. 

But if they had preſerved the Hiſtory of the 
own Deſcent, they would have known tba Elec 


Of Original Sin. 7 
5 and Soul were matched together in Lovez 
;deſigned by G o p for inſeparable Compa- 
ns: That the nobleſt Creature in the viſible 
ord reſulted from that Union; the only Crea- 


_ e endu d with Abilities to praiſe his Maker, 
tlyc | under Him to have the Dominion of this 
ld obe of Earth : That as Man came thus dire&Q= 
nd out of an Almighty Hand, guided by infinite 
1; \Midom and Goodneſs, it was impoſſible he 
ed Huld want any Endowments that were ſuitable 
reli bis Nature. And fince he was brought into 
geſol g World at full Age, not like an Infant, only 
Clo Capacities. which Time by flow Degrees 
e de fill up, he muſt neceſſarily be created with 
bu thoſe Qualities which are perfective of his 


ture, as well as effential to it; for otherwiſe 
Workmanſhip of GoD had been defective, 
ich is no leſs abſurd, than impious to ſuppoſe. 


0 w 
1d tif we therefore conſider what Man ought to 
11 DB, ve ſhall know what Man was at his firſt Crea- 


n; and to know what Man ought to be, we 
it conſider what natural Powers Go p has gi- 
him. As he is a rational Creature, he is of 
ceſſity a moral Agent; he knows he has a 
er, whom it is his Duty to adore and ſerve. 
d as he is compounded of Fleſh and Spirit, 
finds in himſelf Powers very different in their 


ruit 

„eure and Perfection, and that a due and regu- 
-y ii Subordination among them is neceſſary to at- 
there the Ends of his Creation, the Glory of Gop, 


bis own Happineſs. Some of them are made 
be governed, and kept in Subjection; others 
th Contimantd 6967 Kew em: He has a Power 
Hefion, by which be is Maſter of his own 
: | Actions, 
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Actions, which is called the Will; with Appell $ 
to incline or draw it, and when Occafion 
quires, Paſſions to drive it: And over all, an on 
derſtanding to preſide and govern, and That 
be regulated by the Law of Goo. 
When Things are thus, Man is in the perk 
eſt State his Nature is capable of in this War 
a truly noble Creature, and worthy of his Mak 
This therefore muſt certainly be the Condit 
in which Gop made him, and which our Chu 
in the Ninth Article, uſing the Language of 
Orthodox Chriſtians, calls Original Righteou|n 
Without which, after a moral Agent was mic 
God could not, upon a Review of his Wo ine 
have pronounced All Good; or be ſaid to h uri 
made Man in His own Image, notwithſtandi 
the Spirituality and Immortality of his Sou], Hun. 
leſs He had given him thoſe Perfections as uct 
Naturerequires, which are Wiſdom in his Min 
and Holineſs in his Will. 5 Wn 
Now if we take but a ſhort View of the pre oo 
Condition of Man, we ſhall ſoon perceive tui t 
is very much altered from what he was at his it 
Creation; or as our Article expreſſes it, vie 
gone from Original Righteouſneſs, and of his d em 
Nature inclined to Evil. There is nothing of ti 
Harmony and Order which was then in his Face 
ties, no Authority in the Superiour, or Obediengom 
in Lower; but the Subjects are in Arms agal 
their Rulers, and Nothing but Civil War wit 
this Little World : The Underſtanding dark, MM | 
Will impotent, and the inferior Faculties taki 
this Opportunity to rebel; Nothing but Tomulſt 
in hisBreaſt, and a perpetual Strife for pr * 
5 | — 
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Gnietimes a boiſterous Paſſion gets into the 
hrone; and obbges the Will to:executeits wild 
ammands: Then a craving, and importunate 
| ſtarts: up, and; like a Beggar armed, de- 
ds to be relieved. Counters and Banbles, by 
dimſtghted Underſtanding, are taken for 
old and Jewels; and the Wretch, in the moſt 
plara ble Poverty, thinks bimſelfrich and happ 
and by thafe Phantomes of Pleaſure — 
che Mind recouers its Sight with Anguiſh 
d Amazement : Then Vengeance is denoun- 
d againſt the cheating Affections which have 
en guilty of this Impoſture, and ſevere Diſci- 
Ine is threaten'd; but they being too great Fa- 
urites to be long under Diſpleaſure, are quickly 
ſtored to a. Capacity of reducing their Lord a- 
in to as inſignificant Reſolutions. In this Circle 
Diſorder and Confuſion is the Life of Man hur- 
kd away under the alternate Tyranny of his 
wn Slaves: which isa Condition in which the 
z0odneſs of Gon could never have placed him, 
nd therefore is an evident Proof of the great Al- 
tation from what he was at his firſt Creation. 
hich leads me to my Second Particular, where 
am to ſhew, ä 
S$00udly, That this Alteration conſiſts in a cor- 
apt and depraved Nature, derived down to us 
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dien om our Firſt Parents. ä 
can When we have ſeen in how perfect a State 
widhWlan was made, and under how imperfect an one 
k, i pſterity has ever laboured ; where ſhould 


akin look for the Cauſe of this great Alteration, 
mult from that Daring Sin which ſo fatally: poi- 
joriMoned the IE from which all fucceeding. 
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Generations have flowed 2 The Malady is to 
univerſal to be aſcribed to any other Cauſe, 
Tho” one Man, notwithſtanding the gre: 
Light which Gop had given him, might be oye: 
reached by the Stratagem and Subtilry of a 
rior Spirit, and drawn in to rebel againſt his Mi 
er: Yet that all Men of their own Accord ſhoul 
follow ſuch a Leader; that in all Parts of th 
Earth, and all Ages, infinite Millions of Me 
without one ſingle Exception, ſhould mak 
themſelves Parties in the Treaſon ; that not on 
Man ſhould be born, who would make the righ 
Uſe of his Reaſon, is utterly inconceivable. 0 
this general Defection there muſt be ſome uni 
verſal, natural, and internal Cauſe, a Byats upo 
our Wills and Aﬀections, which fo forcibly i 
Clines us to Evil, that our ſtrongeſt Oppoſition 
in vain. Which we ſhall find alſo yet more ey 
dent, if we will but obſerve that thoſe Defe 
which are ſo viſible in our natural Powers, a 
molt ſuperlatively conſpicuous when they 1 
exerciſed about Moral Actions. 

Tis true, our Mind is obſcured, and our W. 
weak and perverſe; yet, in moſt Cales, the 
ſerve us tolerably well. In temporal Concerns 
commonly judge with great Nicety, perceivee 
actly where our true Intereſt lies, chooſe the p 
per Means to purſue it; foreſee Dangers a 
Difficulties afar off, uſe the neceſſary Caution! 
guard ourſelves againſt all Accidents, and uſual 
have Reſolution enough vigorouſly to follow t 
Dictates of our Underſtanding, But when Dul 
calls {or our Watchfulneſs and Diligence, Vitt 
and Piety, for our. Application, we are * 

tl 
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jer Creatures: Our governing Powers are 
enummed and aſleep, and thoſe only active 
hich ſhould be ſuppreſled. There is a perfect 
upor upon the Mind, and the Will is refrac- 


ove: tne WW 51 
2 y: The Beauty of Holineſs ſhines in vain, nor 
n all the Rhetorick that is contained in the 


ertue, engage our Ear: A Crown of Life it 
if put into the Ballance againſt the emptieſt 
eaſure, is out-weigh'd, and everlaſting Tor- 
nts have no Terror in them. So that the Dar- 
of Mankind, Intereſt, in this Caſe has loſt 
its Charms, and Seli-preſervation ceaſes to be 
governing Principle. Whereas in other Mat- 
rs, 4s was obſerved, the caſe is quite different. 


ly info Man runs into the Fire, or walks on till he 
tion Mops down a Precipice which he ſees before 
e ei But in his moral Actions, infinitely greater, 
fea no leſs certain, Dangers put him in no 


rat all. A Bottomleſs Pit is before him, yet 
haſtens on without Thoughts of ſtopping, 
pugh the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of Life 
lle him always near the Brink of it. He treads 
launted in Paths that lead to Flames, which 
believes ſhall never be extinguiſhed, feeling 
lie ſame time the Vorm that never dies, gnaw- 


je pi in his Breaſt. Now what Account, I beſeech 
rs an, can be given of this monſtrous Stupidity, 
jon i relation to Sin only, running through an 
1{ualMcle Race of rational Creatures, but the Ve- 


1 of Sin itfelf ? Which from the Root of hu- 
Nature, has ever ſpread itſelf through all 
branches, and brings forth this accurſed Fruit: 
W this appeared as early as was poſlible ; 5 
1 the 


ength ol thoſe Arguments which perſuade to 


the firſt Man born of Adam was a Murder 
as ſoon as there was a Second for him to kill, 
The Scripture is very clear in this Matter: 
Mall inſtance only in a few Places, becauſe e 
1 mall have Occaſion to mention on the nt 
Head, will prove a great deal more, and therefyiſhc i 
abundantly confirm this. Cen. c. v. v. 3. we ff bi 
told, that Adam begat a Son in his odun Likes 
after his Image, and called his Name Seth. Ws, 
which nothing can be meant, but that he wiſ,! 
begat with ſuch a corrupt and depraved Natl": 
as his Father's, For there was no Need, certain, 
that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould obſerve to us, ti 
Adam begat a Son like himſelf in his Eſſent 
Properties and Outward Figure, which was WW a1 
more than what was common to all Creatu p 
and was a Bleſſing given, when Go p ſaid, Wit 
fruitful and multiply, Beſides, if this had beſiſWabit 
the Meaning of it, the Obſervation no donfifhnd 
had been moſt proper, upon the Birth of his HH M 
Son: But ſince the Deſign of Go D was to put | 
us know that Corruption was entailed upon rar. 
Children of Adam, it was reſerved till that Mer 
was born, in whoſe Poſterity the Species w:sſiſÞm, 
be preſerved, and that was Seth, from wii 
N bab lineally deſcended. And that this Mean lick 
of the Words might not be overlook'd, t. M. 
is an emphatical Repetition of the ſame ti pri 
Adam begat a Sen in his own Likeneſs, aft Bu 
Image; and this introduced, by calling to Woub 
Remembrance, that Adam himſelf was mac 
the Image of Gov, ver. 1. which had been | 
terly needleſs, unleſs by the Antitheſis, to !nforry 
the great Difference between the Image 1 
| WII 
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der nich Adam was made, and that after which 
ill. Wb was begotten. And that as Adam's Like- 
ter: Ns to & o Þ lay chiefly in his moral Qualities, 
e Wilde Wiſdom of his Mind, and Holineſs of his 
ne yill: So the Image of Adam in Seth, denoteth 
tefal e inherent and hereditary Depravation of both 
ve a him. Tis evident alſo, that St. Paul takes the 
ken Mage of Adam in this Sence, when he | 
. Ws, The Firft Man is of the Earth, Ear- 1 Cor. xv. 
hm, the Second Man ts the Lord from Hea- . 49. 


Ie n 
Val: And as tue hav? borne the Image of the ear- 
tan, we Hall alſo bear the Image of the Heavenly. 

„ thi Again, Soon after this, we have Go p's own 


lenMrdoment of his Work, Man, as now corrupt- 


vas d and depraved : For He doth not charge on- 
ature! particular Perſons with actual Wickedneſs, 
id, Wit Mankind in general with an univerſal and 
{ beibitual Diſpoſition in their Minds towards it: 


hd Gop ſaw that the Wickedneſs 
Man was great in the Earth, and 
at every Imagination of the Thoughts of his 
kurt was only evil continually: And in anoe 
ter Place, Go p charges this upon 
im, even from his Youth ; which can 
ply no leſs than that it is born with him: 
ich is a quite contrary Account of the Nature 
Man, from what he gave of it at firſt, when 
e pronounced it Very Good. 2 
But that which puts this Queſtion beyond all 
Joubt, is, That before Man can be reſtored to 
0 D's Favour, his Nature muſt be renewed by 
ace, which is grounded only upon the original 
orruptions of it; and therefore this Renovati- 


Gen. vi. 21. 


Ch. viii. 33. 


ce ef his Nature is called Regeneration. And 
will when 


14 Of Original Sin. 


when the hereditary Filth and Corruption 
Man's Nature is thus cleanſed away, he is] 
by Chriſt to be born again, and by St. Paul, 
put on the New Man. And hence it was, ti 
Waſhing became the initiating Ceremony, a 
Water is appointed by Gd p to be the outw; 
and viſible Sign of this inward and Spiri 
Grace; both which our Saviour couples togeti 
in his Diſcourſe with Nicodemaus, Verily, ven 
II ſay unto thee; except a Man be l. 
MSF of water and of the Spirit, he cam 
enter into the Kmgdom of Go D. That hi) 
born of the Fleſh, is Fleſh; and that which is |, 
of the Spirit, is Spirit. Here Fleſh and Spirit 1 
manifeſtly uſed in direct Oppoſition to each 
ther, to expreſs the two different States of M; 
by Nature and Grace: And theſe few Wor, 
if duly weighed, will be found to contain t 
whole Doctrine we are upon. Here is, in ti 
| firſt place, declared the abſolute Neceſſity o 
ſupernatural Regeneration, which implies ( 
was obſerved) a Corruption of our natural G 
neration ; here is allo expreſſed the Univerſal 
of this Corruption, for as much as all men 
Fleſh; and Jaſtly, here is the Univerſality 
the Propagation of this Corruption, ſince wh 
ſoever is born of the fleſh, is fleſh. 

Thirdly, I am now to ſhew, that this origi 
Corruption in us, has the true and formal Nﬀ 
ture of Sin. 4 
. Whatſoever wants that Symmetry, or aþ 
way deviates from that regular Order in whi 
Go D made it, is in its kind Evil. And as wt 
Nature is obſtructed in its ordinary Method 
5 work 
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on Icking; the Production is monſtrous, and by 
is natural Irregularity odious to all Beholders + 
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when a rational Creature is defective in any 
ral Qualities which belong to the Perfection 
his Nature, he becomes morally evil, and 
ous in the Pure Eyes of Go p. Adam be- 
e his Fall, by reaſon of his original Righte- 
neſs with which he was created, was ſuch a 
enture as Man ought to be, and therefore 
Juſt Object of & o p's Love and Favour ; as 
his Children would have been, had he kept 
Integrity, and they been born in his Righte- 
Image: But he falling, and they being born 
the Image of their lapſed Progenitor, that is, 
h Diſpoſitions in their Nature quite contrary 
the Will of Go p, are ſuch Creatures as 
n ought not to be, and conſequently as juſt 


un tWe&s of Go D's Hatred and Diſpleaſure. Gon 
in (Wires Truth in the inward Parts, as David ob- 
y oes in the Words following the Text: And 
es (Wrefore if there be Error in the Underſtand- 
1] vich regard to our Duty, Diſobedience in 
rial Will, or lrregularity in the Affections, it is 


EN 
lity 
Tb 


material to enquire how they came there, 
ther contracted by evil Cuſtoms, or born 
1 us : They are evidently a BE 
ereſſion of the Lam, and there- * im 3 4 
have the true and formal Nature of Sin. 
ind accordingly we find this original Cor- 
ion of Man's Nature repreſented as ſuch in 
or apture under great Variety of Expreſſions; 
| will eſpecially by St. Paul, whoſe proper Pro- 
; wie it was, as Apoſtle to the Gentiles, to en · 
hod Wage thete, and humble the proud 7 f,; 
orb 1 e by 
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by ſhewing, that though the latter were ff 
fome time particularly favoured by Go b, x 
his choſen People, yet by Nature, they and ti 
Gentiles were the fame ſinful Creatures, and 
qually ſtood in need of a Redeemer. _ 
N e tells them therefore, th 
Rom. iii. 9, 19, 23. all the Morld was become gul 
Chap. v. 16 18. before Gow; that all ng 
5 FCaerot aud Gentiles, were und 
Sin, under Condemnation, ſhut up together uni 
Sin; that All had ſinned, aud come ſhort of 1 
Glory of Gon. Whiclr Propoſitions being 
_ univerſal, and no Exception made as to thc 
who. die before they commit actual Sin; it 
evident, the Apoſtle muſt mean principally i 
original Pollutions of their Natures, by wii: 
they are truly Sinners, and liable to the WraWult 
of Gop; as is more exprelly declared by hi, b 
3 when he tells us, That we are Malve 
PH #3 ture the Children of Wrath. 
And the Puniſhment of Adanis Sin hari” 
reached all Men, is a Demonſtration that War; 
Guilt of it has done ſo too. It has reached ide 
as cannot ſin actually, Infants; and yet the Ney a 
Ron. „ Reaſon which the Apoſtle gives, ilar 
am. v. 12 Death: hath paſſed upom all men, is, Nat C 
cauſe all have ſinned. From Adam to 
there was no poſitive Law enforced. by the 
nmalty of Death. Nevertheleſs, | 
Ver. 14 St. Paul, Death reigned from d th 
to- Moſes, even over them who had not ſinned tion 
the Similitude of Adam's Tranſgreſſion, who 1, a | 
Figure of Him that is to come. Since then by Wt be 
own Sins they had not incurred _— * 


eb. 
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Death, and indeed could not, becauſe there was 
o ſuch Puniſnment threatned; nothing can be 
painer, than that their Death was the Puniſh- 
ment of Adam's Sin, in which by Nature they 
ere all Partakers. And it is very remarkable, 


that the firſt Man who died, and that a violent 
gulDeath too, which carries in it a more ſignal 
A lark of Puniſhment, was Abel, who was fo far 
und om provoking G o p by his own Sins, that we 
110 are told, that the Lord had reſpect un- 


en ir. 3. to Abel, and to his Offering. And the 

Author to the Hebrews gives this 
db xi, 4. farther Teſtimony of him, that by 
faith Abel offered unto Go p, a more 
xellent Sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
tueſs that he -was Righteous. What then 
uſt this Righteous Man's Death be imputed 
, but the common Guilt in which he was in- 
dved with all Men? And this Sinfulneſs of 
Man's Nature gave St. Paul Occafion 


om. vi. 


hav! in the Place before cited, to call 
at Nam the Figure of the Meſſiah: All Men being 
d ade Sinners by his Sin, as on the other Side 


e ey are juſtified by Car1sr's Righteouſneſs. He 
W'arges on the Parallel for ten Verſes together in 
t Chapter; which there would not be the leaſt 
ound for, unleſs, as by CHRIS᷑T's Stripes we are 
led, ſo by Adam's Sin we had been wounded. | 
And as the. Puniſhment extended to all, fo 
id the Remedy too, which is a farther Confir- 
tion of this Truth. Immediately after Adam's 
, 2 Redeemer was promiſed ; but if Adam had 
been a publick Perſon, in Covenant with 
0 D, not only for himſelf, but all Mankind, 
lich he had radically in him, and if his Sin had 
1 been 


* 
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been only perſonal, is it conceiveable that th, ; 
Remedy ſhould not be given till Four thouſand 
Years after the Diſtemper ? But the Diſtempe 
being univerſal, and the promiſed Szed wic 
Was 10 bruiſe the Serpent's Head, being allo 
Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World; the 
Remedy came ſeaſonably in the Fullneſs o 
Time, when Gop ſaw fit to give it, the Benefit 
commencing from the Date of the Promiſe. 

Thus hope it fully appears, that the Doctrin vn. 
of the Catholic Church concerning Original Sn 
is not only true, and clearly ſupported b 
Scripture, but a Doctrine of the greateſt Weigh 
and Importance; no leſs than a Fundamenti 
Article of the Chriſtian Faith, upon which th 
Goſpel Diſpenſation is built, it being the ver 
Cauſe of God's ſending his Son to take 01 
Nature upon him. However, there were ver 
early in the Church, as well as at this Da 
Hereticks, who oppoſed it, and thereby pu 
quite another Face upon Chriſtianity. They! 
terpret away the moſt glorious Maniteſtatie 
G o p ever made of Himſelf : They ſhut the 
Eyes againſt thole Myſteries which Ange! 
themſelves covet to look into; and have render 

_ the Chriſtian Church little more than a Schoc 
of Philoſophy. Nor is it any Wonder, if we co 
ſider, that inſtead of allowing the Scripture .. 
be the Rule to form their Opinions by, The 
Men have made their Opinions the Rule to | 
terpret Scripture by, and that, even in Matte! 
of Faith. In dealing with them therefore, we 
not ſo much concerned to ſhew them Text | 
Text, which would be endlefs, how they rac 


\ 
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and torture the Holy Book, to make it conſeſs 
phat it knows nothing of: But to confute their 
\rouments, and ſhew the Invalidity of thoſe 
Reaſons, which make them fly to ſuch abſurd 
Expoſitions. And if this be done, we may ex- 
rect that they will be content to let the Bible, 

s well as other Books, ſpeak its own Senſe. 
Which leads me to the Fourth and laſt thing I 
ropoled, vis. To confider the Objections 
which have been urged by the Adverſaries of this 
Doctrine; and they are chiefly theſe Four. 

I. They ſay, That if Adam had been created 
n ſuch a State of Original Righteouſneſs, as has 
deen repreſented, it had been impoſhble for 
tim to fall. 

2. That his Sin was only perſonal, and could 
mly pollute his own Nature, it being incon- 
ivable how it ſhould infeck all his Poſterity. 

3. That admitting ſome fort of Hereditary 
Corruption were derived down to ug all, what- 
ever That be, yet it cannot have the Nature of 
In, becauſe involuntary in us, and altog ether 
unavoidable. © 

4. That if the Sin of the Firſt Man was fo 
molve all his s Poſtorty in Guilt, and that Sin 


ich Terms. x; of ; 91 If 

Now tho” one dort Aube might: be vim 
w all this, and it would be ſufficient to ſay, that 
ain and poſitive Proofs from Scripture of any 
Divine Truth ought to ſilence any Scruple in our 
Mind againſt it, and may juſtly require an hum 
MY mi ſion, from thoſe eſpecially whoſe 
| Grun * 'eak- 
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Weakneſsand Imperfection is the Thing proved WI 
Vet for fuller Satisfaction, I beg your Patiena hat 
while I conſider theſe Objections diſtinctly. t 
FHirſt then, they ſay, That if Adam had beellus 
created in ſuch a State of Original Righteouſneſ 
as has been repreſented, it had been impoſlibls 


for him to fall. Ft | 5 

; - Theſe Men ſuppoſe Adam endned by G 01 
at his Creation with only Natural, but no Me 
ral Perfections, and his Will equally poized (f. 

may ſo ſpeak) between Good and Evil, entire 
indifferent to either : Imagining that ſuch Wil 
dom in his Mind, and Holineſs in his Will: 2 
we call Original Righteouſneſs, would have fil 


ficiently armed him againſt the Tempter, au Po! 
effectually have ſecured him in his State of Inno Th. 
cence. But this Miſtake ariſes for want of di than 
tinguiſhing between that Holineſs which belong wh 
to a Moral Agent, as ſuch, in a State of ProbiWords 


tion; and that which belongs to one who hat! 
approved himſelf upon Tryal, in a State of Per 
fection, The former can be in no higher a De 
gree than is conſiſtent with ſuch a. Liberty as 
requiſite to render our Actions good or evi 
and ourſelves capable of Rewards and Puniſh 
ments; and therefore may be departed from 
And as wWe know of no Rational Creatures tha 
Go o ever made impeccable; ſo we know Herve 
none but ſuch as have actually Fallen ; for bel 
are Angels that fept not their firſt Eſtate as wel 
as Man: And that there are any of'either kind 
Ao happy, as to be confirmed and fixed immuti 
bly in their Obedience, is by the Grace of Gov 
Re ward for their voluntary Perſeverancę in tbeiſ 
Duty in their State of Probation, Whit 
i 
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What was the Sin of thoſe glorious Spirits, or 
hat drew them into it, are as yet among the 
things which belong unto the LoR D: But 
us much we may ſurely affirm, that if ſuch 
cellent Creatures, ſo near their Maker, could 
without a Tempter, much eaſier is it to con- 
ye how Man might; who had not only the 


oe Liberty in himſelf which the Angels had, 
Mot was moreover expoſed to the Craft and 
(ifWbtilty of a moſt malicious Adverſary, much 
relyMoerior to him in his intellectual Faculties. 
Wi: They ſay, that Adam's Sin was only per- 
|; Wal, and could only pollute his own Nature, 
{uM being inconceivable how it ſhould infe& all 


Poſterity. 211 75 7! . . 
This they ſay; but have no other Reaſon for 
than the Difficulty they find in explaining it; 


whom we may anſwer in St. Pauls 
ods, that profeſſing to be wiſe, they Nom i. 25. 
ne Fools. For this Objection ſprings out of 
ul Ignorance and Pride, and borrows all its 
ce from no wiſer or modeſter a Suppoſition 


25 n that of Man's Omniſcience: For if there 
evi ny Truths beyond the Reach of Human 
niſh-Widerſtanding, why may not this be one of 
om m? Vet as wild and extravagant a Principle 


t is, the Extent of it reaches very far; and 


w ofixives the depraved Sons of Adam, againſt all 
en Doctrines which they are not willing ſhould 


true. It is the fole Baſis on which Infidelity | 
built, and a moſt proper Foundation indeed 
ſuch a Superſtructure. Thus theſe Men, be- 


Ie they are aware, confirm the Truth in queſt- 
theiſß by ſo unreaſonably oppoſing it; by this 


Means 
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Means diſcovering themſelves to be very aq 
rent Monuments of the Ruins of Human Nat 
Do we not every Day fee a great Reſe 
lance between Children and their Parents, 
only in the Lineaments of their Face, the 
tions and Geſtures of their Body; but int 
moſt ſignal and reigning Qualities of t 
Minds e The Pride and Frowardneſs, Humillf 
and Meekneſs, Covetouſneſs and Ambitic 
and even the nicer Particularities of Mens v. 
Humours, are oftentimes feen in thoſe Child 
who loſt their Parents before they were capa 
of Imitation; and therefore were. derived do 
from them by an unſeen Means as their Orig 
Corruption. Now if we muſt not believe 
Senſes, till our Reaſon be ſatisfied about 
Cauſe of their Objects, I fear the wiſeſt 
muſt be a Sceptick, and believe nothing: 
the Derivation of our very Beings from our 
rents on this Principle muſt be denied, as * 
as that of the Pollution of them. 
And if there be ſuch Difficulty in tracing 
Cauſes of the moſt groſs and ſenſible Appt 
- ances in Nature, a greater Degree of Obſcuſ 
may be fairly allowed where the Soul is chi 
concerned: Which although it be the -Princy 
of all Knowledge in us, yet is very unable 
anſwer any Queſtions it may be asked by 
Curious, concerning its own Nature and Of 
rations. Its Union with the Body, and the 
tual Acting of each upon the other are, and] 
bably will be Myſteries till both are perfeꝗ 
in Glory. | | EI 


is 
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is ſufficient we have all the Evidence the 
Wig is capable of. The Matter of Fact is too 
rent to be denied; the vaineſt Man muſt 
n he feels it himſelf, and the moſt chari- 
e cannot overlook it in others. The Cauſe 
could only learn from Revelation; and we 
e the cleareſt Scripture for it; the Manner 
that Cauſe's Working we may be content to 
paſs in the Croud of other fruitleſs Specu- 
ons, and apply our Thoughts more profita- 
how to make that Remedy effectual to us, 
ich the Goodneſs of Go p has provided a- 
it it. So ſhall we draw Happineſs out of Mi- 
be Gainers by the Loſs of Paradiſe, and 
Win a greater Pitch of Glory, than that from 
ch we fell in our Firſt Parents. 5 
They add farther; that allowing ſome 
reditary Corruption to be derived down to 
om Adam: Whatever that be, it cannot 
e the Nature of Sin, becauſe involuntary in 
and altogether unavoidable. 

This Objection ſuppoſe s all Sin to be volun- 
which if rightly underſtood, we have no 
ue to deny. Without the Conſent of the 
ll Sin had never enter'd into the World, nor 
id it take place in us, if our Wills were al- 
ether unconcerned,” But a Sin may be ſaid to 
roluntary two Ways: Firſt, When it is it- 
, or proceeds from, the free Motion of the 
il: And, Secondly, when it is antecedent 
ny free Motion of the Will, but yet doth 
ache Will, andlis inherent in it as its Sub- 
ln the former Senſe our Original Corrupti- 
cannot be ſaid to be voluntary, for it is in 
us 
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us antecedently to any Motion of our 6; 
Will, and can no more proceed from that t ene 
our very Beings from ourſelves. But its bei 
involuntary. in this Senſe doth not abſolye 
from its Sinfulneſs, it being voluntary in the Inne 
ter, and very proper Senſe of the Word, as on 
fecting our Will, and inhering in it. It dothn 
indeed proceed from any Act of the Will, b 
the Conſent of the Will accompanies it, or Meir 
ther, it is itſelf the natural Byaſs and Incl 
tion of the Will to Evil, and to ſay that is alt 
_ gether involuntary, it is no leſs than a Contrad 

tion. | e 

But if any will be ſo refractory, as ſtill to d 
pute the Voluntarineſs of theſe natural evil] 
clinations; they muſt however acknowleds 
what they are leaſt willing to admit, the 5 
fulneſs of them: If they will but confider, t 
our outward Actions owe all their Iniquity 
the Sinfulneſs of their inward Diſpoſitions 
the Heart; for if theſe are not in themſel. 
ſinful, a Compliance with them in our outwa 
Actions can never be a Crime. I need not no 
add, that our original Corruption is volunt: 
alſo in Reſpect of its Cauſe, and its Effects: F 
it derives its Being from the moſt wilful Tran 
greſſions of our Firſt Parents, and gives Birth 
all our own actual Sins. And as to the latt 
Part of the Objection, That it is unavoidable 
us, tis true; but that doth not alter the Natu 
of the Thing: For tho' it be ſo, yet it bei 
contrary to the Law of & o p, it will be Sin ft 
that being the very Eſſence of Sin, as w 
ihewed before. 0 % „„ od 
5 | Bt 
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rence,, I confeſs, between it and actual Sin; 


edings about them. Both of them render'd the 
nner guilty ; but actual Sin immediately pull'd 


as on Go p's unrelenting Juſtice, whereas origi- 
oth ni! Sin moved his Pity and Compaſſion. Thus we 


e the offending Angels, whoſe Sin was entirely 
or Weir own, and ſprang up and terminated in 
emſelves ; who had no ſinful Parents to derive 
from, or unhappy Offspring to tranſmit it to, 
iſhed without Mercy: When Adam, who 
s to entail his Sin upon his Children, and 
ley, who were to became Sinners thus by un- 
widable Misfortune, had a Redeemer provid- 
i for them; and He no leſs than the cond 


e Meiſon in the Ever-blefled Trinity. - is 

„ th. And Laſily, They ſay, that if the Sin of 
ty Ne firſt Man was to involve all his Poſterity in 
ns Wilt, and that Sin certainly foreſeen ; it was 


t conſiſtent with the Goodneſs of G o Þ to 
ike a Creature upon ſuch Terms. | 
Nay, but, O Man ! Who art thou 


ita replieſt again to G o D? Shall the Rom. ix. 20, 
ng Formed, ſay to bim that formed 

rag by haſt thou made me ſo? Hath not the Pot- 
th WW Power over the: Clay? I am ſure, we have 


t one Rule by which to judge of what is fit 
[cop to do, and that is, by what He hath 


n, as they ſet Bounds to the Perfections of 
lo by it. To make a Creature, by whoſe fin- 


e Crime ſo numerous à Progeny ſhould be 
EE | ruined, 


But its being unavoidable makes a great Dif. 


nd there is no leſs Difference in Go D's Pro- 


ne. But theſe bold Exalters of Human Rea- 


ir Maker, ſo they will meaſure his Actions 


ciner, and that Crime certainly foreſeen, 
with them no leſs than Injuſtice and Cruel 
If it be fo, ſay they, Millions of Millions 2 
called np out of Nothing (the Abode of u 
queſtionable Security) onſy to be thrown head 
long into Miſery by arbitrary Oninipotenc 
But there is not more Impiety than Fallhood 
this pompons Objection; for it ſuppoſes the $ 
of Man inevitable, and his Doom irreverſibl 
; Tis true indeed, Adhin's Pall, by C 01 
3 Decree, Was certain in the Even 
but with Reſpect to that Ability Which cov hit 
given him to ſtand, not unavoidable : He f 
by a ftee Act of his own Will, Which was for er: 
Teen, but not cauſed by 665 : and his Doo ur 
vas ſo far from being irreverſible, that he wil 
immediately reſcued from it by a moſt amaziniſh"** 
Act of Mercy. A new Covenant is made win 
Him, agreeable to the preſent Frailty of | 
Nature: The Son of Go D himſelf takes h 
Fleih, that in it He may undergo his Penalty tt 
dying for him; and in his Life of Sorrow up cc 
Earth, performed the Whole Law, that Ma 
who had oſt his own Righteotiſtteſs, might 'nofM** 
be cloathed with his. An uriſitining Obedien 
3s 110 longer rigorouſly exacted, but an itmpeſ i 
Te, if ſincere, and entire, is Acepted: Ane 
in this weak and tottering Condition of Mil 
if he ſhould fall even froth that, he has ft ol 
Leave to riſe again by Repetitirice, but the fl 
ing Hand of C0 P alſo to help him up. 
_ Now, where'is there any Jijuſtice'6r Crueti 
in the Muker, or leaſt Hardſhip upon the Cre. 
dure? Dotfi not Man's Happineſs or Miſery, | 
| 371171 U tile 
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began the Fatherly Tenderneſs and Pity of Ca 
to diſplay itſelf; for, till there was an unfortu 
ate Creature in the World, there was no prop 
Object of the Divine Compaſſion. Human pit 
indeed, reaches to all the miſerable, tho' the 
are ſo by their own Choice; but this is a Well 
' neſs, which however becomes us, on accour 
of the common Infirmities and Calamities tro 
which none of us are exempted. But Gos 
out of the Reach of ſuch a Conſideration, : 
His Compaſhon can have no Mixture of Weil 
neſs and Imperfection; but muſt be ſuitable t 
the Majeſty of Heaven, and exert itſelf witho 
any Diminution of his other Attributes: I. 
Authority of His Laws muſt be vindicated; 
Juſtice ſatisfied, as well as His Mercy gratihed 

But here a Difficulty ſtarts up which mig 
ſeem inſuperable to the Deity himſelf: How i 
infinite Juſtice and infinite Mercy conſiſtent 
2 Governour? One requires the moſt rigid s 
tis faction, while at the ſame time, the other w 
not be content without free Pardon. This 
was that made it neceſſary for the ever-bleſk 
Trinity to unfold itſelf; for to vindicate ti 
Honour of Go p's Laws, and at the ſame ti 
to ſave Man, no leſs than all the Three PerloWence 
in the Divine Eflence muſt be employed. Go! 
Authority muſt have been trampled on, or) 
loſt for ever, had not the So undertaken to 
His Proxy, the Father accepted of the Subſti 
tion, and the Holy Ghoſt compleated all, by ! 
newing and ſanctifying his Nature. 

Now had Go p never permitted Sin to cl 
into the World, and no Creature had fal 


{0 
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Colon the Upr ightneſs in which it was created, 
rtl t all of them had continued ſteadily in their 
ron hbedience; might not their Liberty be firſt call- 


pit in Queſtion, and then their Maker's? As if 
ti ey were driven on in the ſame Courſe by fatal 
veil eceſſity, and it was not in the Power of Goo. 
ou have made Things otherwiſe. When the So- 
{rok had once taken up an Opinion, that all 
» þWſtings here below were under the Conduct of | 


ind Fate, they ſoon found it neceſſary to enlarge 


YT 

bel kmpire, and made Jupiter himſelf ſubject to it. 
le Now by whatſoever other Means the Divine 
tho erfections might have been made known to 


lan, unleſs they had been ſeen in their Effects, 
iey would have loſt much of their Luſtre : 
nd if the Liberty of G o p had not appear'd, 
e Glory of all his Works would have been 
nuch obſcur'd. 54 a, | 

On the other ſide; as Things now are, by the 


d Meation of Man in ſuch Circumſtances, what 
r wil bright Scene of Go p's Glory is before our 
'his Nies! The greateſt Good is brought out of the 


reateſt Evil, and the whole Deity, (if we may 
dſpeak) concern'd in it. The incomprehenſible 
urality of Perſons in the Godhead is from 


erloMtnce diſcover'd, Go p's Liberty demonſtrated, 
GooW'd every Attribute diſplays itſelf in its utmoſt 
Morce and Vigour. There is no Jarring between 
to Nis Juſtice and Mercy: The former preſents it- 


elf before us in all its Terror, the latter ſhinin 
ut in its full Glory: Thus Mercy and Trut 
une met together, Righteouſneſs Re 
ud Peace have kiſſed each other, © bexxy. 10 
en as for the Honour of GD Laws and 
| Government, 
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Government, what could more fully vindicat 
that, or better demonſtrate his Hatred and De 
teſtation of Sin, than a bleeding G o P expirin 
under the Puniſhment of it? And how could th, 
Love of Go p appear more triumphantly, tha 
by the Sou's bearing our Burden; and the Fi 
 Fher's laying that Help upon One that was ſo mighty 
| - Behold the Myſtery of Godlineſs, which An 
gels themſelves, tho' unconcerned in the Bene 
fits, gaze upon with Admiration ! while man 
of the depraved Sons of Adam are labouring ti 
diſpute their Saviour out of the Value of hi 
Blood, and themſelves out of their Salvation b 
it. Perverſe Men! who will not own the Dei 
vation of any Guilt from their Forefather, whe 
they are copying his very Sin in the Pride and 
Infidelity of it! Doth not the plaineſt Scripture 
ſtare them in the Face, and tell them, that as! 
one Man's Diſobedience many becant 
Sinners, ſo by the Obedience of Ot 
many ſball be made Righteous : That as in Ada 
All died, ſo in Cagisr ſpall All be mage Alive 
And does not the Old Serpent whiſper them | 
the Ear, and bid them beware how they under 
ftand theſe, and the like Places of Scripture 
That they muſt take care not to be miſled b 
the plain Senſe of Words, which muſt always 
(whatſoever they may ſeem to import) be in 
terpreted ſo as to be agreeable to our Reaſon 
which is the Candle of the Loxp ſet up in ol 
Souls: That there can be nothing in Gop Him 
ſelf, or his Dealings with Man, above ou 
Comprehenſion; and, in ſhort, that Reaſon l 
to us the fole Mea of all Tah: 
15 | ” 6e 
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Let us offer up our hearty Prayers to G o ng 
kt in His own good Time He will be pleafed 
reſcue theſe war Men from ſuch Delu- 
bus of Satan, and pull off the Scales from their 
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that they may one Day diſcern the Things - 
Fi 155 fo much belong to their pt That he 
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Let 


jill alſo be graciouſly pleaſed to confirm and 
tngthen us in the true Faith, and inſpire us 
ith Courage to contend earneſily for it, againſt 
[0Oppoſers : That he will kindle in our hearts 
temoſt ardent Affections for our Bleſſed Loxp, 
o endured ſuch bitter Sufferings to redeem 
fom the Power of Sin and Death ; and that 
ts Fame of Love may ſhine forth in all the 
Winches of an entire and fincere Obedience: So 
ul we the condemned Criminals, on whom 
te Sentence of Death had paſſed, be Partakers 
the Triumphs of the Croſs, and reign with 

Bleffed Redeemer for ever. . 


J wwhoin with the Father and the Holy 
G G&boſt, be all Honour and Glory, ps 5. 
| Majeſty, and Dominion, now and for 
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J. HE RO TAL MART TR lamented, in found 


nuary, wherein the Lights of Monarchy are occaſionally aſſert 


- bound in black Calf, fix Shillings. 


Death of Queen ANNE. IV. Conciones duz ad Clerum 


nb. xi VI. A ſerious Exhortation to avoid ſuch as cauſe Divik 
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The following SzxMons Printed for Fe Warro | 


* 


Sermons, preach'd ſueceſſively on the thirtieth of 


and the Republican Schemes of late advanced, art conſidered 
refuted. By the late Reverend Mr. Luke Milbourne. Pris 


II. His occaſionq́; Sermons, viz. I. On the 29th of May. f 
On the Thankſgiving for the Peace, July 7, 1713. III. On 


dinenſem, ire quibus Pœnarum Gehennalium Æternitas aſcrity 
& Conſcientia vindicatur. Price 25 l. 

III. A Sermon preach'd before King Charles II. on the Faſt(; 
Pointed January 30) for the execrable Murder of his royal Fath 
By R. S:uth, D. D. The fifth Edition corrected: To which 
prefix'd a curious Cut of the Royal Martyr. Price 6 d. + 

IV. The divine Rights and Duties of the Chriſtian Prieſthy 
as they are contain'd in the holy Scriptures : delivered in a Fa 
wel Sermon at Morden-Ccllege on Black-Heath, hy Samuel Atl 
M. A. Publiſhed in Vindication of himſelf, from the fallea 
malicious Report of the Diſſexters. 2. (. . N 

V. A Sermon preach'd in the Pariſh Church of St. M 
wich, in Kent, on Sunday May 29, 1715. being the Dy 
Thankſgiving for the Reſtoration, of the Royal Family, byt 
ſame Author. Price 3 d. 2 ant 9. // 07 / 


in Chriſt's Church. Preach'd at Durbam, by J. Cock, Price? 

VII. Six Sermons by the ſame Author, being Advice tot 
Clergy, repreſenting their Dignity and Duty; with two oth 
wherein the Clergy are concern'd as well as the Laity, it 
more; and I am afraid, both too much. Price bound 35. 

VIII. The Excellency of Forms of Prayer, the Lord's Pi 
more eſpecially. A Sermon preach'd before the Univerſity 
Cambridge, at St. Mary's, 1644, by Jobn Pearſon, A. M. N 
low of King's College, m— _ Biſhop of Cheſter. 
yer before printed, Price 2 d. Ht. 2 + 

IX. Catholick Religion aſſerted by St. Paul, and mainta 
ed in the Church of England, in Oppoſition to the Errors 
the Church of Rome, preach'd at Dublin in 1686, by VA 
ridan, late Bi hop of Kilmore and Ardagh. Price 2 d. N. 
This Sermon, at its firſt Publication, ſold above one hund 


23 bouſand. 


als, 22. f £ | 
Tale 11-13 X. Three Sermons preach'd at Stockton, in the County of 


Jop, by Alexander Scitt, A. M. Publiſh'd to vindicate tl 
from the Miſrepreſentations they have met with. Price 6 d. 

Xl. Againſt Reſiſtence of lawful Powers. By Seth H 
formerly Biſhop of Sarum. Price 3 d. 


